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Numerous western forests have experienced widespread tree mortality from fires, insects, 
or diseases.  The causal factors of these losses are still a topic of much research but 
include diverse external factors such as drought and forest management practices.  
Analysis of the role that climate variations have played, however, indicates that there is at 
least a partial causal connection between climate and tree mortality, and that in many 
forests, the risks of future mortality are rising. 
 


